This species is commonly known in Venezuela as "manteco" [19] and infusions of its leaves are used in folk medicine to soothe sore throats by mumps [20] . Recently a Tn-binding glycoconjugated molecule, which could be a high-molecular-weight lectin or a proteoglycan, was identified in aqueous extracts of leaves and fruits of M. coriacea collected in Uruguay; this glycoconjugated molecule caused total inhibition of the binding activity of anti-Tn MAb 83D4, indicating that it could be utilized as a Tn antigen detector in clinical samples of patients with cancer [21] . To the best of our knowledge, no other phytochemical study on this species has yet been reported.
Air dried bark and fruits of M. coriacea were exhaustively extracted with acetone at room temperature. A combination of column chromatography on silica gel and Sephadex LH-20 of these extracts, followed by preparative TLC, yielded an orange solid and five non-crystalline pure compounds. The orange crystalline solid was identified by MS and NMR spectroscopy as a mixture (95:4:1) of embelin (6) , rapanone (7) and 2,5-dihydroxy-3-pentadecyl-1,4benzoquinone (homorapanone) (8) [16] [17] [18] . Two noncrystalline compounds were also identified by detailed spectral studies, including 2D-NMR spectroscopic techniques, as myrsinoic acid A (2) and myrsinoic acid B (3), both previously isolated from M. seguinii [14, 22] and Rapanea umbellata [23] . Another two compounds, which have not been so far reported from Myrsine species, were shown to be the already known monoprenylated benzoic acids 4 and 5, earlier found in callus cultures of Lithospermum erythrorhizon [24] , and in a methanolic extract obtained from leaves of Piper aduncum [25] , respectively. Compound 1, which we have named myrsicorianol, is a new natural product that is described for the first time in this paper.
Myrsicorianol (1) was a pale yellow oil, [α] D : +28.4º, whose molecular formula, C 25 H 36 O 5 was established by high resolution EI-MS in conjunction with NMR spectroscopic data. Its HR EI-MS exhibited no molecular peak, but a highest ion at m/z 398 [M + -H 2 O] and a fragment peak at m/z 323 [M + -H 2 O-C 3 H 7 O], due to loss of a 2-hydroxyl-propan-1-oxy radical and a molecule of water from the [M + ]. The presence in its IR spectrum of strong bands at 3580-3490 and 1726 cm -1 revealed that the molecule contains hydroxyl and ester groups. Its UV spectrum exhibited maxima at 212 and 257 nm, suggesting a phenol derivative.
The 1 H and 13 C NMR spectra showed the signals of a 1,2,3,5-tetrasubstituted benzene ring with only one oxygenated aromatic carbon [δ C 158.9 (C-4)], since two "meta"-coupled proton doublets at δ H 7.73 (H-2) and δ H 7.64 (H-6) were observed. These doublets are respectively crossed in the HSQC spectrum with peaks at δ C 129.7 (C-2) and δ C 131.4 (C-6). The chemical shifts of these aromatic protons indicate that they must be bound to each carbon atom adjacent to a carbon supporting an electron-withdrawing group. This group, in agreement with its 1 H and 13 An E configuration was assigned to the Δ 2',3' double bond, because the 13 C NMR signals of the vinyl methyl groups (C-8' and C-10') resonate at higher field than the signal of the methyl vinyl C-9' (δ C 25.8), due to a shielding γ-cis interaction [26] .
Another isoprenyl side-chain, identified as a 2-hydroxy-3-methyl-3-butenyl residue, was located as a benzene ring substituent at C-5. 1 H and 13 C NMR signals of this side-chain were again assigned with the aid of 2D-NMR spectra. Thus, 1 The HMBC spectrum also confirmed that this isoprenyl side-chain is attached to C-5, because the following cross-peaks C-4/H-1", C-5/H-1", C-6/H-1" and C-1"/H-6 were observed (Figure 2 ).
From the above results, the structure of myrsicorianol was concluded to be 2-hydroxypropyl [3-geranyl-4hydroxy-5-(2-hydroxy-3-methyl-3-butenyl)] benzoate (1) . To the best of our knowledge, this is the first report of a 2-hydroxypropyl benzoate from a natural source.
Prenylated benzoic acid derivatives are secondary metabolites with a restricted distribution in nature. So far, these compounds have been frequently found only in species of the genus Piper (Piperaceae) [25, [27] [28] [29] [30] and Myrsine s. l. [14, 15, 22, 23] . However, in the last decades, these metabolites have acquired a significant interest because of their wide range of biological and pharmacological activities [14, 15, 22, 25, [27] [28] [29] [30] [31] .
In preliminary biological tests, myrsicorianol showed significant cytotoxic activity against Artemia salina. Currently, we are continuing studies directed to evaluate its potential anti-inflammatory activity.
Experimental
General procedures: Melting points were determined with a Fisher-Johns apparatus and are corrected. Optical activity was measured in CHCl 3 on a Rudolph Research Autopol III polarimeter. UV spectra were obtained in methanol using a Perkin-Elmer, Lamba 3B spectrophotometer. IR spectra were recorded on a Perkin-Elmer FT-1725X spectrophotometer as either a film or KBr pellets. 1 H-, 13 C-and two-dimensional NMR spectra were acquired with a Bruker-Avance DRX-400 instrument, using CDCl 3 as solvent. EI-MS and HREI-MS were run on a Hewlett-Packard 5930A and on an Autospec VG spectrometer, respectively; direct inlet, 70 eV. TLC was carried out on 0.25 mm layers of silica gel PF 254 (Merck). VCC was performated with silica gel 60 (70-230 mesh.). 
Plant material:

Extraction and isolation:
Dried and powdered bark of M. coriacea (560 g) was extracted at room temperature with acetone and then with MeOH in a Soxhlet to give, respectively, 78 and 132 g of crude extracts. The air-dried fruits (420 g) were ground and subsequently percolated at room temperature with acetone to exhaustion, yielding 53 g of a resinous crude extract. The acetone extracts from bark and fruits were separately chromatographed on a silica gel column, using the Coll & Bowden vacuum liquid chromatography technique (VLC) [32] . Both columns were eluted with n-hexane and EtOAc in mixtures of increasing polarity. Fractions of 500 mL were collected and combined based on TLC similarity. Subsequently, low-and medium-polarity fractions were rechromatographed on Sephadex LH-20 columns, using as eluent different polarity mixtures of n-hexane-CH 2 Cl 2 -MeOH. Crude products were finally purified by silica gel G preparative thin-layer chromatography. From bark extract, compounds 2 (108 mg), 3 (65 mg), 4 (82 mg) and 5 (26 mg) were obtained, while fruit extract furnished compound 1 (15 mg), 2 (115 mg) and the crystalline p-benzoquinone mixture (6-8) (1.7 g).
Identification of known compounds:
Compounds 2-8 were identified by comparison of their 1 H-and 13 C NMR spectroscopic data with those reported in the literature [14, 16, 22, 24, 25] . Methyl esters of acids 2, 3 and 4 were obtained by reaction with CH 2 N 2 /diethylether; their physical and spectroscopic data were in agreement with those reported in the literature [23] . The proportion of p-benzoquinone mixture components was determined by comparing the relative intensity of molecular ion peaks in the mass spectrum.
Myrsicorianol (1)
Pale yellow oil. 
